
 

 

  Southern Valleys 

Crop Stage • Emerging to 6 nodes, most at 1.5 to 2 nodes 
 Irrigation • Not yet but as fields dry back first irrigation timing will be critical to get 

right with some slowly developing root systems 
Insects/Beneficials • No concerns at this stage 

• Thrips in low numbers but expecting to build 
 

•  
Weeds • First in crop herbicide spray done on most fields 

Disease/Environmental • More Rhizoctonia than normal 
• Some Alternaria on cotyledons 
• Known BRR fields very slow in development 
 

  
Comments • Early October planted very similar to 20th October planted 

• 10th October planted looks the best so far 
• Area planted estimated at Lower Lachlan 3,000 ha, Murrumbidgee 44,000 

ha and Murray 4000 ha 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants 

by each CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and 

other consultants. The information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments 

received. 

This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the 

fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or 

opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in this document. 

Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more 

specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18th November 2022 Griffith 87.2 1532 DDs (56 % of 10-year average) 
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DATE – 15 November 2022 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Day degree accumulation for the season has been slow with cold shocks (7) above the 10-year average (4.8) and 

average temperature nearly 3°C below the 10-year average. Combined with wet conditions (well above average) 

and restricted bed preparation, it has made for a slow start for crops. Surprisingly, the radiation accumulated is 

not that much below the 10-year average.  While this means little at this stage of the season, researcher 

investigation into some of the phenomenal yields produced in central Qld last season, has identified an absence 

of extreme temperatures (hot and cold) and above average radiation for the season as being possible contributors 

to these results. 

 

 

AREA Balonne 

Crop Stage • Some planting still happening and ranges through to 7-8 leaf, Bulk of crops around the 4 leaf stage.  

• Replant area has been minor and due to inundation or hail for a few.  

Irrigation • Plenty of water. 

• Some later plant crops to be watered up, most advanced likely to be irrigated in the next week.  



 

 

Insects/Beneficials • Light mirid pressure, occasional thrips – generally near wheat crops 

• Helicoverpa egg lays evident 

Weeds • Generally ok although some pressure where residuals were unable to be applied prior to crop. 

• Fleabane in most crops and targeted with cultivation but some escapees in plant lines. 

 
Disease • BRR in heavier fields and some Rhizoctonia. 

• Fusarium evident in fields with history. 

• Crops starting to grow through these with improved temperatures 

Comments • Generally an Ok start despite wet and cool conditions and most plant stands good and consistent. 

 
 

 
 

Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants by 

each CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and other 

consultants. The information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments received. 

This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the 

fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or 

opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in this document. 

 

 

Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more 

specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 

 



 

 

 
 
DATE – Friday 11 November 2022 (CC1) 
 

 

Season Total 1532 Day Degree  
Accumulation  

 

181.35 
 

   

 
 



 

 

 
 

AREA Darling Downs 
Crop Stage • Emergence to 5 leaf/3 nodes 

• Not planted – 6 leaf 
• cotyledon 

Irrigation • not needed yet 
• may need to flush soon to maintain plant stand 
• haven’t needed due to rain 

Insects/Beneficial • low to moderate thrips 
• no thrip damage yet 
• low level wire worm and earwig damage in last years sorghum blocks 
• symphylids 

 

Weeds • Fleabane and FTRG 
• Vines 
• Fleabane control has been difficult 
• Pre emerge herbicides working well 
• Clean after planting sprays 

Weather • Wet still in some areas 
• Bit cold and rough on crops planted 2 weeks ago 
• Good conditions for dryland 
• Still wet in some areas but good to get a couple of weeks with dry weather 
• Too cold 
• Temps below average.  Earlier crops taking 10 days to emerge.  Later planted crops taking 4 days 

to emerge 
• Longest dry spell – hasn’t rained in 10 days 
• Access to farms is difficult with lying water 



 

 

Disease • Seedling disease in back to back cotton 
• Very low 
• Low levels of rhizoctonia and pythium 
• The usual suspects 
• None to report yet 

 
 Comments • Irrigated about 90% planted but dryland about 50% olanted 
• Couple of field of full replant 
• Some patch replant needed 
• Early stands are a little light on with 7-8 plants/mt 
• Much better seedling establishment this year verses last year 
• Tough slow start lining up for another late crop 
• Some heat and sun needed and perhaps 5-10 mm 
• More replant due to cold, poor strike and uneven establishment 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants 
by each CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and 
other consultants. The information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments 
received. 
This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the 
fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or 
opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in this document. 
Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more 
specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 
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DATE – 15 November 2022 

 

 

 



 

 

   
 

 

Day degrees (1532 system) for the season have been slow to accumulate, which is not surprising with the average 

temperature being nearly 3°C below the 10-year average. This, when combined with the 5 cold shocks (below 

12°C and nearly double the 10-year average of 2.7) has made for slow growing conditions. Interestingly, the solar 

radiation so far is above the 10-year average and the previous season. Researcher investigation into some of the 

phenomenal yields produced in central Qld last season, has identified an absence of extreme temperatures (hot 

and cold) and above average radiation for the season as being possible contributors to these results. 

 

AREA Macintyre Valley 

Crop Stage • Estimates are 85-95% of irrigated crop has been planted with <5% replant although this 
varies from whole fields to small sections (often tail drain areas). Dryland area mostly still 
being planted. Crops range from emerging to 4-5 leaf. 

• Some earlier sown crops resulted in poor establishment and “weak” plant stands. 

Irrigation • Some crops have been flushed up making for slow growth with the cold weather.   
• Water supplies have been described as “full”, “good”, “plentiful” etc. 
 
 



 

 

Insects/Beneficial • Low to moderate thrip pressure but of no real concern. 
 

Weeds • Planting sprays keeping things in check however some getting through (fleabane) and likely 
to require cultivation.   

 Disease • BRR and other seedling diseases present especially on earlier crops 
• Back-to-back fields and those with history showing disease 

Environment • Wet conditions have hampered field preparation and sowing opportunities. Farm access 
difficult for some. 

• Mild and cool start 
 

  
Comments • “Crop extremely slow out of the ground with the cold snap” 

 
Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants by 

each CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and other 

consultants. The information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments received. 

This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the 

fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or 

opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in this document. 

 

 

Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more 

specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 

 



 

 

DATE:29/11/2022 
AREA Central Queensland 
Crop Stage • Crops range from planting, emerging, 10 – 22 nodes  

• Some earlier sown crops are well into flowering  

Irrigation • Had first in crop irrigation in the earlier planted cotton 
• Some later planted crops to be watered up. 
• Water supplies have been described as “full”, “good”, “plentiful” etc. 
 
 

Insects/Beneficial • Increasing mirid activity – insecticide being applied in some paddocks  
• Small pressure of mites and aphids  
• Lady beetles, spiders, lacewings, red and blue beetles 

Weeds • Moderate level 
• Volunteer sorghum and mung beans in some fallow paddocks  
• Parthenium and sesbania 
• Good conditions for dryland 
• Cultivation and side dressing in earlier planted cotton 

Disease • Back-to-back fields and those with history showing disease 
• Black root rot and verticillium wilt  

Environment • Wet conditions have hampered field preparation and sowing opportunities.  
• Mild and cool start 
• Temps below average 
• Earlier crops taking 10 days to emerge 
• Later planted crops taking 4 days to emerge 

Increased pressure in the field for Fusarium Wilt this season: disease surveys 
 
Linda Smith from QDAF recently visited CQ to carry out targeted Disease Surveys and has reported back her findings 
below:      
Five fields (2 farms) were surveyed on the 28 Nov 2022 in Callide Dawson as part of our targeted surveys to 
support research to understand practices that support the development of disease suppressive soils. One field 
with a known history of Fusarium wilt disease was determined to have an average incidence of 16%. Anything 
that slows down germination and seedling growth, which includes cool and/or wet weather, favours infection by 
seedling disease and Fusarium wilt. An additional drain on cotton during the establishment phase is reniform 
nematode which is prevalent in cotton fields in Callide Dawson. This plant-parasitic nematode feeds on plant 
roots causing damage to the plant resulting in stunting and generally poor plant growth. Root samples collected 
from cotton during surveys confirmed infection of the parasite in seedlings (Fig 2). Unfortunately, if the cool and 
wet conditions continue, there is likely to be significant Fusarium wilt disease observed this season across 
several cotton growing regions.



 

 

 
Fig 1. Cotton seedlings displaying symptoms of Fusarium wilt including stunting, wilting, leaf chlorosis and necrosis 

Fig 2. Reniform nematode observed 
(using a dissecting 
microscope) in a seedling 
cotton root. Reniform 
nematode is prevalent in 
cotton fields in Callide 
Dawson.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more information in Integrated Disease Management for 
Fusarium Wilt consult with the Cotton Production Manual Guide 
2022. 
Available to access and download on the CottonInfo website:  
CPMG 2022 FOR WWW.pdf (cottoninfo.com.au) 

https://cottoninfo.com.au/sites/default/files/documents/CPMG%202022%20FOR%20WWW.pdf


 

 

Day degrees (1532 system) for the season have been slow to accumulate, which is not surprising with the average 
temperature being nearly 2-3°C below the 10-year average. 
 
This, when combined with the 3-5 extra cold shocks has made for slow growing conditions.  
 
Callide Dawson  
 
 

 



 

 

 
Central Highlands  
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Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at 
www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out 
CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 
 
Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants by each 
CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and other consultants. The 
information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments received. 
This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the fullest extent 
permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or opinion in this document or 
from any errors or omissions in this document. 
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DATE – Wednesday 30 November 2022   (CC2) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Topic Darling Downs 
Crop Stage • Emerging to 5 nodes 

Irrigation • Overhead irrigator shave been running 
• Flood irrigators looking to flush soon if no rain received shortly 

Insects/Beneficial • Just starting to see heliothis egg lays 
• Thrips about in varying numbers 
• Harvest may increase thrip numbers over the coming weeks 

Weeds • Fleabane and FTRG have emerged or established.  Proving troublesome to control 
• Vines and broadleaves are emerging now as well 

Disease • Black root rot causing a few problems in blocks with cotton history 
• Low fusarium at this stage 

Comments • Looking for rain now.  How things have changed 
• Tough conditions for little plants.  Plant lines have cracked with the hot and windy days 
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Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants 
by each CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and 
other consultants. The information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments 
received. 
This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the 
fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or 
opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in this document. 
Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more 
specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 
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