
 

 

 
August 2021 

  
CSD Cotton Management Tour was held in the region during July at Goondiwindi, Dirranbandi (left) and St 

George (right). 
 
2021/22 Season Approaching 
 
Ground preparation in the regions has generally been delayed by a wetter winter compared 
to recent years. A break in the rainfall in recent weeks has many growers working hard to 
prepare country for planting.  
 
Dams in both the Balonne and MacIntyre regions are at good levels and the latter at the best 
levels seen for some time: Beardmore (Balonne) 86% (with ES&D releases averaging 
575ML/day for past 4 weeks), Glenlyon (MacIntyre) 73% and Pindari (MacIntyre) 100%. The 
MacIntyre River at Boggabilla recorded 545GL in flows during July and BOM streamflow 
forecasts for August to October is 600GL for this system. The border rivers region is primed 
for a big cotton season with water and strong prices (+$600/bale) making cotton an attractive 
option. The Balonne River system has not had the large flows that supported the increased 



 

 

plant area of last season and the flow event earlier in the year only enabled minor extraction 
for flood harvest irrigators. It is likely to be well down in area from last crop but still well ahead 
of the sub-2000ha areas of the prior seasons. 
 
Production estimates are around 20,000ha for the Balonne (St George, Dirranbandi and 
Thallon) and 60,000ha along the border rivers (Texas to Mungindi). 
 
The recent CottonInfo Moisture Manager shows models are favouring above median rainfall 
in the coming months (August – October).  

 
 
New myBMP Manager 
 
Rob Crothers has taken on the role of myBMP Manager for Cotton Australia. Rob was formerly 
the Regional Manager for Cotton Australia for the Darling Downs. Rob will be in the Balonne 
region on Tuesday 31 August and Wednesday 1 September 2021. 



 

 

Please contact Sally Rigney (Cotton Australia) if you would like to book in a farm visit where 
they can help you through the computer modules and inspect any paddock issues. 
 
New CRDC Research and Development Manager 
 
Welcome to Elsie Hudson in the role of R&D manager for the CRDC. Elsie was 
formerly a Regional Extension officer with CottonInfo based in the Namoi.  
The new role is combined with a change of location for Elsie who has recently 
moved to Goondiwindi. 
 
 
Local Farm Involved in Circular Cotton Project 

Local cotton grower, Sam Coulton, is participating in 
a Circular Cotton Project. This project involves 
returning shredded cotton products to the field 
offering potential soil health benefits and a scalable 
solution to textile waste. 

Approximately 2t of cotton textile waste was spread 
onto a field at the Coulton property “Alcheringa”, 
which will be planted to cotton the coming season. 

Projections indicate 2,250kg of CO2 equivalents could be mitigated by breakdown in soil 
rather than landfill. Trial results are expected after cotton harvest in mid-2022. 

For more detail, visit the following site: Cotton Australia | Ground breaking trial returning cotton 
textile waste to cotton fields launched in Goondiwindi 

Check for Soil Pests Prior to Planting 

A recent CottonInfo e-newsletter focused on how to check for soil pests prior to planting. Soil 
pests such as wireworms and, occasionally, earwigs can decimate plant stands while post-
planting control options are largely ineffective. It is better to get a handle on numbers prior 
to planting and implement control measures such as in-furrow insecticide sprays at planting, 
if required. 



 

 

 

 

How to check? 

Digging randomly in the soil is generally ineffective and bait sampling 3-4 weeks prior to 
planting is regarded as the most effective technique.  

Bait sampling involves the burial of soaked grain or cut potatoes at several (or more) sites in 
a field for 5-7 days then checking for the presence of the pests or damage to the bait (easier 
to see with the potato). The baits attract pests to the site so that they can be identified in the 
soil. Bait sampling guidelines are outlined in the Cotton Pest Management Guide 2020-21 
(CPMG) and a video on how to conduct bait sampling is available on the CottonInfo Youtube 
channel.  

How Many is Too Many? 

While there are no specific thresholds developed for cotton, summer grain crop thresholds 
can be used as a guide. One or more wireworm larvae per bait is considered damaging and 2-
3 earwigs per bait (50 across 20 baits) is likely to warrant control measures. See the CPMG for 
more detail. 

Control options? 

The below table taken from the CPMG provides some options for the control of wireworms. 



 

 

 

 
On-Farm Trials  

Are you considering testing a product, trying different fertiliser rates or investigating why an 
accidental or unintended event seemed to produce a different yield result?  

On-farm trials can be a great way to learn and evaluate things of interest to a grower. Getting 
a more reliable or valid result from a trial can be achieved with some planning and following 
a few simple tips. 

1. Keep the question simple 
2. Try to limit result to one of two outcomes. A “no result” can be informative. 
3. Include a control or nil treatment 
4. Replicate treatments to account for background variation (ie soil type) 
5. Mark the trial site – physical and geo-reference (so it can be found later and for future 

reference)  
6. Record results accurately  

For more detail and explanation, see the August 2021 CottonInfo e-newsletter about on-farm 
trials which includes a video on the topic. 

 
Ag Census 
 
Farmers across Australia are being urged to complete the Agricultural Census when they 
receive it from July. Data collected in the survey provides insights on the role of agriculture 
in Australia and will be used to inform policies on Australia’s agriculture industry and 
decisions on infrastructure, service delivery and investment. General information on the 
2020-21 Agricultural Census for survey respondents and other stakeholders and be found at 
the following site: 2020-21 Agricultural Census | Australian Bureau of Statistics (abs.gov.au) 
 
 
 



 

 

QFF Workforce Planning Sessions 
 
QFF is seeking agribusiness employer input into a workforce planning strategy. They are 
running a series of face-to-face sessions and one online session to facilitate this. Dalby on 
Aug 24 and an online session on Sep 7 appear to be the most convenient for the Balonne 
and MacIntyre regions. For more information and to register, click here. 
 
CottonInfo Blog 

A Safe Workplace 

The 2021 CottonInfo blogs have had a theme of Sustainability focus. This month’s focus is 
safety in the workplace, aiming to protect the valuable human resource component of the 
industry. The draft targets are zero fatalities (five-year period) and a 30% reduction on the 
number of serious injuries. For more information, follow the link in the above title.  

CSD Update 

New Appointments: Congratulations and welcome to Peter White, CSD Extension and 
Market Development lead, and Louise Hill, CSD Director, for their appointments in June. 
Peter was previously National Sales manager for CGS based in the Namoi and replaces 
James Quinn who has moved into a new role, Growth and Development. Louise is based in 
St George and replaces Joanne Grainger on the CSD board.  

                                               

            Peter White                                   Louise Hill 

 

The August publications of    cover the topics of: 

• Factors that affect Cotton Establishment 
• The CSD Day Degree calculator 



 

 

• Considerations for Dryland Planting 

Cotton planting and establishment is one of the production processes that growers have most control 
over and can set the crop up for a successful result. Make sure you are across the key factors that 
affect cotton establishment.  

The Day Degree calculator is important as day degrees drive the growth and development of the 
cotton plant. Keep track of the day degrees for your area and utilise the other CSD tools (BARRY and 
STEFF) to track the performance of your crop. 

A wetter winter and strong cotton prices maybe leading some to consider dryland cotton. An outlook 
for a wetter than normal Spring and an Industry support program only increase the appeal. Review 
this fact sheet for more reasons why dryland cotton may be a fit for your system.   

Planter Set up and Maintenance video: This video provides handy tips for settings of seed disk tension, 
seed singulator setting, testing seeds per metre (out of the paddock) and other setup parameters.  

CSD members can access this information from the CSD website here.  

CRDC news 

News from CRDC includes: 
• Applications open for the Australian Rural Leadership Program 
• Groundbreaking trial to return cotton textile waste to cotton fields 

 
For more details on these, click here.  
 
COTTON AUSTRALIA CORNER  

Cotton Matters – key points 

• Cotton Collective in Toowoomba cancelled 
• Cybercrime warning from ASIO to cotton industry 
• Natural fibre leaders: there is something in the water at Dirranbandi 
• CA joins Textile Exchange – a global organisation promoting sustainable fibres 
• ELK The Label launches Australian Cotton Tee 
• Tree planting continues at the Kahl’s family farm 
• Drought Resilience leaders mentoring program – apply now 
• ICAC releases latest cotton statistics 
• Survey – QLD Ag skills and training needs. Have your say and complete the survey 
• QFF planning for Ag’s workforce for the future 

• For further information on Cotton Australia website, click here. 
 



 

 

 
What’s On: 
25/26 Aug: CANCELLED - Cotton Collective, Toowoomba, Showgrounds 
31/8-1/9: myBMP manager, Rob Crothers, in the Balonne region. 
7 Sep:  QFF Workforce Planning Consultation – online session 
9 Sep:  POSTPONED - CCA workshop, Goondiwindi, Gateway To Training 
 
Andrew McKay 

Regional Extension Officer - Border Rivers, St George & Dirranbandi | CottonInfo  

M 0407 992 495  | E andrew.mckay@cottoninfo.net.au | W www.cottoninfo.com.au   

Disclaimer: 

The contents of this newsletter are a general guide only, not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances 
vary from farm to farm. To the fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage 
arising from reliance upon any information, statement or opinion in this presentation or from any errors or omissions in 
this document. 


