
 
 

 

June-July 2019 
Season Update  
 
What the ginners are saying  
General Comments 

 Colour and leaf grades have been very good. 
 Micronaire is an ongoing issue. 
 Short staple for dryland this year has cost the grower. 
 I think the awareness we all placed around whitefly management this season has really 

worked with minimal honey issues recorded in the Lower Namoi. 
 The Lower Namoi full irrigated fields have been yielding average to above average in the area 

of 11.5-15.00/ha, average being estimated at 12.75/ha, whilst semi irrigated fields have been 
ginned out at 3.0-7.0/ha averaging in the area of 5.5/ha and the solid irrigated fields that ran 
short of water are 1.5-2.0 bales/ha below fully irrigated fields.    

 Upper Namoi fields picked to date have been significantly variable as many growers ran short 
of water and shocked crops back in the heat of summer. Yields on solid fully irrigated fields 
are varying 9.5-14.5 bales/ha with an average of 11.75/ha whilst fields that ran short of water 
are yielding 3.5-9.5 bales/ha with an average difficult to estimate with wide variation of 
yields.   

 Common trend this season is showing where solid irrigated cotton has been fully watered 
yields have not been impacted and are above average, though where watering was stretched 
out or cut off early, has had a greater impact than what was firstly forecasted by growers and 
agronomists pre-pick. This impact has been in the area of 1.0-1.5 bales/ha lower than already 
revised down yields. 

 Dryland quality to date has been ordinary as expected with very short fibre, low mic and 
strength issues. 

 Dryland yields in both valleys have varied from 0-2.5 bales/ha with an average of 1.25/ha in 
fields that were picked.  



 
 

 

 Module weights are generally 5% above average resulting in lower turnouts at the gin, back 
1.0-1.5% on average for each variety as a result of a difficult defoliation, green leaf/moisture 
though growers still returning 3.8-4.5 bales per round. 

 Stripper picked module weights are lighter, turnouts lower as expected 32-38% and bales 
per round 2.9-3.5. 

 

Disease Update 

2019 – 20 Season Opportunities 
Ms Shelby Young, recent master’s student 
from Texas Tech, USA was successful in her 
application for an International Australian 
American Fulbright.  Shelby will be working 
closely with Dr Karen Kirkby from NSW DPI 
researching Verticillium wilt in Australian 
cotton for 10 months, based in 
Narrabri.  Shelby has previously worked 
collaboratively with Karen during her 
master’s with experiments run both in 
Australia and America.  Shelby hopes to 
learn more about the disease under 
Australian conditions, as the symptoms 
express quite differently in the USA.  While in Australia, Shelby will be collecting data to field validate 
the disease risk matrix and pre-season inoculum thresholds recently developed by Karen. Shelby also 
hopes to conduct some field trials investigating the role nitrogen plays regarding disease incidence 
and/or severity.  It has been well documented that high nitrogen can increase Verticillium wilt, 
however no quantitative data on the actual amount nor source of nitrogen is available for Australian 
cotton.  It would be an advantage to put some figures around what level of nitrogen induces increased 
disease.  The grass roots grant provided through the Lower Namoi Cotton Growers Association is 
providing addition funding for travel to field sites and conferences as well as consumables used in the 
Australian Cotton Research Institute laboratory. Shelby will start her Fulbright research early August 
and hopes to meet many growers.  Please contact Elsie to arrange a meeting or visit by Shelby's 
contact details will be provided once she starts her research in August.  If you would like to discuss the 
opportunity to discuss potential field trials prior to August, please contact Karen Kirkby on 
karen.kirkby@dpi.nsw.gov.au. 
 
Disease Survey Results 
Disease survey results were presented at this years CSD CMT. Although this season wasn’t particularly 
ferocious for seedling diseases and late season disease it is still great to have these disease survey 
results on file for future. Black Root Rot (BRR), Alternaria Leaf Spot (ALS), and Rhizoctonia-like (Rhizoc) 
were prevalent across the 18 surveyed fields in the Namoi in early season 2018/19 season.  



 
 

 

 

BRR was detected across the 18 fields; the incidence in the Upper Namoi was 38% with the Lower 
Namoi seeing 23%. BRR severity assessed based on the percentage of black necrosis covering tap roots 
was most below 10%; the highest severity percentage was recorded at 30% in one field. Rhizoctonia-
like rot was abundant across the 18 fields. The disease incidence was 62% in the Upper Namoi and 
44% in the Lower Namoi. Disease severity rated based on the percentage of reddish-brown necrosis 
covering the seedling collar regions was most below 20%. There were a couple of fields where disease 
severity was as high as 50%. ALS on seedlings was detected on all 18 surveyed fields; the incidence 
was 30% in the Upper Namoi and 19% in the Lower Namoi. ALS severity indicated by percentage 
necrosis of infected leaves was minor with the average below 2%. ALS remained prevalent during the 
late season survey in the Namoi in 2018/19 season affecting 100% of fields surveyed.  The ALS severity 
was recorded from 0.1 to 15%, and below 2% on average across the valley. Verticillium wilt was 
prevalent in the Namoi; the disease was detected in approximately 85% of the surveyed fields. Disease 
incidence varied from 10% in the Lower Namoi to 28% in the Upper Namoi. Both the defoliating and 
non-defoliating pathotype of Verticillium wilt were confirmed. In some cases (20% of the total 
surveyed fields), both pathotypes were present in the same field. Fusarium wilt was not detected in 
2018/19 season. Other minor diseases, including boll rot and tight lock were frequently observed 
during the survey, but they were at low incidence. 

 

Mealybug & Silverleaf Whitefly Panel Update 
Last month CottonInfo, in conjunction with CGA funding 
from Local Land Services (LLS), held a panel meeting in 
both ends of the Namoi Valley to get right into the issues 
to do with Silverleaf Whitefly and Solenopsis Mealybug. 
We had a panel consisting of Iain Macpherson, Director of 
Macpherson Agricultural Consultants, based in 
Goondiwindi with vast experience dealing with both pests 



 
 

 

and IPM and area wide management groups. Jamie Street, consultant from the St George area who 
has been dealing with SLWF since 2002 and mealybug since 2010. We also had Arthur Spellson, 
director and past chairman of the Australian Cotton Shippers Association (ACSA) who was able to give 
us a comprehensive presentation on Australia’s position in the market as well as the risk and intricacies 
of sticky cotton. Jamie Hopkinson, research scientist from QDAF attended to give his insight and 
research findings into SLW activity and resistance. Finally, we had Paul Grundy, scientist with QDAF, 
who has work extensively with IPM, SLW and Mealybugs in many different locations.  
 

 
During these meetings all panel members were able to 
deliver their experiences with both pests to the group. It 
then gave all our 
members a chance 
to interact and ask 
questions.  
One of the main 
outcomes from the 

meetings were to re-establish some area wide management 
groups. The threat of 
Mealybug into the greater valley, as well as higher than 
normal insect pressure in the Upper Namoi this year gives 
us a good motive to get these groups back up and running. 
These groups allow a community approach to quickly form 
when there is a problem/pest incursion. These groups will 
also allow us to get a good grasp of potential 
problem/interest areas are and we can work with the 
CGA’s to run any workshops or have guest speakers or so 
forth. 

  

 
End of Season Reviews 
For those who haven’t had the chance to participate before, the aim of these meetings is to learn and 
better our practice from going through all the facets of the last cotton season. The greater Boggabri 
area has expressed a desire to again partake in an end of season review (growers only). How it usually 
runs is for everyone to fill in their business name then the survey will go into detail on: 

1. Yield 
2. Nutrition 
3. Insect management 
4. Disease 



 
 

 

5. General management  
I will then put together a presentation from this survey so that we can all sit down and go through the 
results. If there are any other members in the Southern section of the Upper Namoi who would also 
like to hold their own review, or in the Lower Namoi please let me know. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Cotton Australia’s Australian Cotton Collective 
24 – 25th July in Griffith, NSW – more details to follow. 

CCA Regional Workshop 
29th August at the Town & Country Club, Moree. 

AACS Cotton Research Conference 2019 
28th – 30th October at UNE in Armidale, NSW. 
 Earlybird registration closes on the 2nd August 

FUSCOM 
31st October (Directly following AACS) in Armidale, NSW. 

AgSkilled Training 
GROW (Generating Regionally Outstanding Women) 
30 – 31st July in Wee Waa 
14 – 15th August in Quirindi  

WHS for Supervisors and Managers 
8th August in Moree 
9th August in Gunnedah 

Cotton Pest Management Course 
15 – 16th August, Narrabri 

Cheers, 

Elsie Hudson 
Regional Extension Officer Namoi Valley & Walgett  
M 0456 914 637 
E elsie.hudson@cottoninfo.net.au 

General guide only, not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the fullest extent permitted 
by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or opinion in this 

presentation or from any errors or omissions in this document. 


