
 
 

 

September – October 2019 

 

CottonInfo Webinar: Canopy Temperature Sensors 
More crop per drop: join us for a webinar about using Canopy Temperature 

Sensors to guide irrigation & crop management decisions. 

Join leading industry experts, Mike Bange & Hiz Jamali of CSIRO, Tom Dowling of Goanna Ag, and 
Stewart Denston a cotton grower from Warren who has been trialling canopy temperature sensors 

on his three properties during the last four seasons. 
This webinar is open to all: growers, consultants and the wider cotton industry. 

Date: Wednesday 16th October 2019 
Time: 1-2pm 

Register here: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/f514c055eb48013ac5b9141539e44ee6  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 

meeting. 

  



 
 

 

Lower Namoi Cotton Growers Association Awards Evening 
The LNCGA held its first awards evening in nine years in September with great attendance and 
enthusiasm for future CGA activities. LNCGA held a tour of CSD’s new facilities which was followed by 
an update from the E&D team members, Bob Ford, Angus Marshall and James Quinn. We then had a 
BBQ dinner followed by the presentation of four awards for the 2018-19 season. The irrigated cotton 
awards were in tight contention with some very high yields coming out of the Lower Namoi last 
season, considering water availability these top yields were exceptional.  

Irrigated Field Yield – Adam Coleman, Auscott, Narrabri 

 

Irrigated Farm Average Yield – Havana Farming, Jono & Wendy Phelps, Merah North 

  



 
 

 

Dryland Field Yield – Narrabri Community Education Trust, Narrabri 

 

Lower Namoi Cotton Grower of the Year – Adam Coleman, Auscott, Narrabri 

 

 
The “Cotton Catch-Ups” & 2019 Season 
Just to reiterate for the 2019-20 cotton season CottonInfo will be running a series of meetings 
throughout the growing season with the support of CGA’s and industry. These catchups will give each 
cotton management area the opportunity to meet regularly to discuss topical issues and opportunities 
within the local cotton system. These meetings will allow us to attract topical experts and scientists to 
our meetings consistently throughout the growing season. The Boggabri area held their first meeting 
at the end of last month with good engagement and attendance. We hope to have many more in our 
cotton growing areas for the rest of the season. Please contact me if you have any questions or 
suggestions about this going forward. 

 



 
 

 

SataCrop Mapping 
Make sure your crops get listed on the SataCrop website so that spray applicators can check site and 
be aware of the location of crops in proximity to spray jobs. With the changes from Cotton Map to 
SataCrop you can see that this now has the function to allow susceptible crops to be added not just 
Cotton. There is also a date function which will allow you to enter projected harvest date so as to not 
have out of date crops in fields. Anyone can access the map as you can see below; however, to gain 
access to the SataCrop website for editing purposes, you will need to email Ben Boughton at PCT-
agcloud on ben@pct-agcloud.com 

 

Planting Rate Calculator  
Planting rate calculator on the CSD website allows you to enter your field conditions, disease history, 
soil insects, soil temperature, establishment method and forecast temp/DD’s. For direct access 
please follow the link here.  

Planting tips 
The recent CottonInfo e-news letter contained links to a range of informative videos on planting 
considerations and preparing for planting. A link to the newsletter can be found here.  

FastStart Awards Open for 2019/20 season 
Irrigated and dryland cotton growers who are pleased with their cotton stand establishment this 
season could win themselves an expenses-paid trip to Kununurra and Broome courtesy of Cotton Seed 
Distributors (CSD) and Syngenta. 
To enter the 2019 FastStartTM Cotton Establishment Awards growers are encouraged to submit 
planting details and establishment figures, along with a supporting photo, with awards on offer for 
the best irrigated and dryland crops. 
Further information can be found here while the on-line entry form can be found here.  



 
 

 

Planting – Green light? 
Useful aids to making planting decisions can be found under Agronomy Tools on the CSD website and 
via the tools and calculators tab on the FastStart website. The Soil Temperature network generates a 
traffic light system (shown below) for a region to aid in the decision to commence planting.  

 

 



 
 

 

New Day Degree Calculator 
CSD have launched a new online Day Degree Calculator (DDC). 

The Day Degree Calculator is simple to operate, fast to load data and can be used on any device with 
internet capability. The new website is mobile and tablet responsive, making all pages and tools easy 
to navigate on the go.  

The Day Degree Calculator accumulates day degrees for a chosen site and calculates the following 
metrics: 

 Day degree using base 12 (industry accepted practice). 
 New day degree 1532 - this formula is the basis of new work carried out by CSIRO and the 

United States Department of Agriculture (supported by the Cotton Research and 
Development Corporation). It is intended that this new approach will:  

o Provide a more accurate estimate of plant development across and expanding cotton 
growing area in Australia. 

o Prevent excessive day degree accumulation, particularly in hot periods that is unlikely 
to contribute to plant growth and development. 

o Remove the need to adjust day degree targets for cold shock. 
 Days elapsed - this provides the number of days elapsed in chosen date range. 
 Cold shock days - the number of days with a minimum ≤ 11°C 
 Nights above 25°C - the number of days with a minimum ≥ 25°C 
 Days above 36°C - the number of days with maximum ≥ 36°C 
 Days above 40°C - the number of days with maximum ≥ 40°C 

A table of crop development targets for day degrees is included to provide user an indication of cotton 
development day degree requirements. DD1532 targets will be updated once finalised. 
 
CSD is proud to collaborate with CSIRO in developing the DD1532 method, through contributing data 
to validate the equations across the industry. We envisage enhanced functionality and development 
of this tool and encourage feedback from industry. 
 

Natural Resource Management 

 Follow the monthly “Top Tips” for natural resource management via 
the monthly Blog from Stacey Vogel. Her September Blog considers 
biodiversity (fauna, flora and soils) and tools to monitor, evaluate and 
manage this diversity. Details can be found here.  

 



 
 

 

Cotton Research Conference - Armidale 
The Association of Australian Cotton Scientists' biennial Australian Cotton Research Conference serves 
as a platform for cotton researchers to present and discuss concepts, key issues and the latest findings 
in research relevant to the Australian cotton industry, and cotton research community.  

Earlybird registration (until 2 August) is $320 and $220 for students. Registration after this date will 
be $350/$250. Registration is inclusive of all catering and events including the conference dinner on 
Tuesday. 

Thursday 31st October will also see UNE hosting FUSCOM, so if you have an interest in pathology 
consider this in your travel plans. 
Date: Monday 28 to Wednesday 30 October 
Location: UNE Armidale 
For more information: http://www.australiancottonscientists.org/2019-conference/ 

2019 FUSCOM 
FUSCOM is an annual event, bringing together Australia’s pathology and virology research community, 
plant breeders, growers and consultants to share information and coordinate efforts on disease 
control. The committee was first formed to focus on fusarium wilt, however, since the committee’s 
inception, it’s research focus has broadened to other fungal and bacterial plant diseases such as 
verticillium wilt.  

FUSCOM is open to everyone, including growers, agronomists and resellers. 

This year FUSCOM will be run slightly differently to previous. In order to cut travel and accommodation 
costs in a year when conditions have been less than ideal, FUSCOM will be run in collaboration with 
the AACS Australian Cotton Research Conference to be held at the UNE campus Armidale. All 
pathology presentations will be given on the final day (30th) of the conference with FUSCOM to follow 
on Thursday the 31st October 2019.  

As always, FUSCOM will be a free event providing the chance for open discussion between 
researchers, consultants, and growers regarding the key disease issues facing the industry, and the 
research being conducted to face them.  

For further information and to RSVP please contact Tim Green,  Cotton Pathologist - Southern 
Cropping, NSW DPI M: 0477 497 114, E: timothy.green@dpi.nsw.gov.au  

 
Are you a member of CSD? 
Access to the latest CSD trial information, research, apps and calculators on the CSD website is 
changing.  Exclusive CSD member-only content will be available from 2020 via a membership portal 



 
 

 

on the CSD website.  Only CSD members will be able to access the higher level information and 
resources currently freely available online. 

What you need to know: 
Membership cost: $20/yr 
How do I sign up?  http://www.csd.net.au/membership 
What if I’m already a member?  Your membership will run through to June 2020, after which you will 
receive communications from CSD to renew your membership. 
What if my contact details have changed? You can update your contact details here 
http://www.csd.net.au/membership 
 
Why the change? 
To date, CSD has made the information and data gathered from our extension and research activities 
freely available on our website to growers and industry both within and outside of Australia.    
CSD aims to provide Australian growers with the best seed, germplasm, seed treatments and 
biotechnology traits to deliver world leading yield and quality. 
Our Extension teams are strategically located across the entire cotton industry, offering an extensive 
insight to the latest variety, agronomic and crop management practices and research. 
CSD wants to share these insights with the Australian industry to assist with your decision making, 
while protecting this intellectual property from overseas interest. 
 
Further information: http://www.csd.net.au/membership 
 
Or please contact your local CSD Extension Team Member 
Bob Ford CSD Extension & Development Agronomist, M. 0428 950 015 E. bford@csd.net.au  
Elsie Hudson CottonInfo Regional Extension Officer, M. 0456 914 637 E. 
elsie.hudson@cottoninfo.net.au 

  



 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

CottonInfo Webinar 
More crop per drop: join us for a webinar about using Canopy Temperature Sensors to 
guide irrigation & crop management decisions. 
Date: Wednesday 16th October 2019 
Time: 1-2pm 
Register here: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/f514c055eb48013ac5b9141539e44ee6  

 
CCA Regional Workshop 
29th August at the Town & Country Club, Moree. 

AACS Cotton Research Conference 2019 
28th – 30th October at UNE in Armidale, NSW. 
 Earlybird registration closes on the 2nd August 

FUSCOM 
31st October (Directly following AACS) in Armidale, NSW. 

 

Cheers, 

Elsie Hudson 
Regional Extension Officer Namoi Valley & Walgett  
M 0456 914 637 
E elsie.hudson@cottoninfo.net.au 

General guide only, not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the fullest extent permitted 
by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or opinion in this 

presentation or from any errors or omissions in this document. 


