
 

 

 
 

DATE – Wednesday 1st April 2020 

 
CROP STAGE – 6-9 Nodes above cracked boll. 
INSECTS/BENEFICALS – Minimal pest activity. Good predatory numbers. 
WEEDS – Some winter weeds coming through. Resistant ryegrass becoming an issue. Sowthistle also. 
DISEASE/ENVIRONMENTAL – Senescence and colour change with cooler nights. Alternaria increasing. Mild 
temperatures so taking 4.5 days to mature a position. 
GENERAL COMMENTS – Most defoliations will start in mid-April with picking to start later than recent seasons. 
 
LATE SEASON DISEASE SURVEYS COMPLETED LAST WEEK– The annual survey of fields in the Murrumbidgee and Lachlan 
valleys was conducted last week by NSW DPI and CottonInfo and an increase in Verticillium wilt was detected in some 
fields. 
Boll counts in the transects of 12 fields (10 plants in a transect) indicated a range of 224 to 117 bolls for individual           

fields with the average of the 24 transects at 162 bolls. Using a conservative boll factor of 15 bolls/bale this gives an 

average yield for this sample of 10.8 b/ha with a range of 7.8 b/ha to 14.9 b/ha.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Source   https://www.csd.net.au/ 
 

The CottonInfo Bug Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants by each CottonInfo Regional Extension 

Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers and other consultants. It 

should be noted that the information is just a snapshot in time.  It does not claim to be a thorough report for each valley, just a summary 

of comments received 



 

 

 
 

21 April 2020 
It has been a very mild finish to the summer cropping season with lower than average maximum temperatures 

and reduced solar radiation since the start of 2020. 

 
What the agronomists are saying …. 

Crop stage – 6 NACB to first pass and second pass defoliation. 

Insects/beneficials - Some whitefly present but very low numbers. 

Weeds – Some late weed pressure (Milk thistle, Paterson’s curse, Annual ryegrass), Round up in second pass 

defoliation. 

Disease/Environmental – Alternaria and early senescence in some crops but not all. 

General comments – Boll numbers are solid but size likely down. Defoliation working surprisingly well 

considering temperatures. Top fruit slow to mature. Picking will begin in May but will be running late. Some soil 

profiles will be wetter than ideal. 
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The CottonInfo Bug Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants by each CottonInfo Regional 

Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers and 

other consultants. It should be noted that the information is just a snap shot in time.  It does not claim to be a thorough report for 

each valley, just a summary of comments received 



 

 

 
 

DATE – 30th April 
 

 CROP STAGE - Defoliation completed or up to last pass. Earliest pick will start next week pending rain 

 INSECTS/BENEFICIALS - No insect issues 

 WEEDS - Some late roundup applications. Seeing more late milkthistle than normal 

 DISEASE – No disease issues with crop stage 

 GENERAL COMMENTS - Some reasonable yields expected. Leaf drop has been good but bolls 
opening slowly 

 
Current situation - Covid 19 impact on Cotton industry 
 Most cotton in Australia (90%) has already been sold at + $600/bale. In southern NSW ginning will start 

towards the end of May and with a small crop of 16,000 ha ginning will be completed in 4 to 6 weeks.   

 Immediate impact on growers is 20 % drop in price from $630/bale in late February to $490/bale (late 

April) for current crop. Forward price for 2021 currently still holding at around $500/bale.  

 

 
 

Source – LDC Daily reports 
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 The Australian crop will be one of the smallest national crops on record at around 60,000 ha. The NSW cotton 

crop is around 40,000 ha. 

 Cotton seed price is at $540/t but expected to fall away with reduced demand (no drought market and only 

domestic feedlot demand). Supply will be reduced with the small area to around an estimated 150,000 

tonnes of cotton seed for feedlot rations. 

 On average Australia produces over 3.5 million bales of cotton from 320,000 ha with NSW producing two 

thirds of the crop. Australian cotton is 3% of world production but is in demand from mills due to its high 

quality. 

 Current crop of 16,000 ha for combined Murrumbidgee, Lachlan and Murray valleys is estimated at 10.5 

b/ha average. Earliest crops will be picked in early May and depending on weather picking will continue into 

late June. 

 Gins have rules and systems in place to maintain social distancing and no contact rules amongst gin workers, 

truck drivers and growers. 

 Growers are complying with social distancing rules and are able to have systems in place for farm workers 

health and safety. 
 

The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants by each CottonInfo 

Regional Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with 

growers, researchers and other consultants. It should be noted that the information is just a snap shot in time.  It 

does not claim to be a thorough report for each valley, just a summary of comments received.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

DATE – CROP CHECK  
1stst  to  24th    APRIL 2020   

 Season Summary  

 

As the season draws to a close, we have had some good fortune in terms of weather events that have led to 

supplementary pumping events.  Most of the valley has received good rain falls that will allow winter sowing 

to get off to the best start we have had in a long time.  

 

REGION – NARROMINE  

 
Fig 1 : https://www.csd.net.au/ddc/results 

Location Latitude Longitude Date range

NARROMINE AIRPORT -32.223 148.229215 Oct - 23 Apr

2019 2018 2017 10 year mean

Base 12 2340.8 2546.5 2471.8 2282.8

DD1532 1396.9 1616 1546.1 1395.5

Cold shock days 28 15 17 28.1

Days above 36°C 46 54 48 38.4

Nights above 25°C 7 13 5 4.4

Days above 40°C 22 19 14 10.1

Average temperature (°C) 24 25.2 24.8 23.7



 

 

 

 
 
Fig 2: Accumulated day degrees (source https://www.csd.net.au/ddc/results) 

 
Fig 3. Source - http://www.meteorology.com.au/local-climate-history/nsw/narromine 
 

https://www.csd.net.au/ddc/results
http://www.meteorology.com.au/local-climate-history/nsw/narromine


 

 

 

CROP SUMMARY  -  

• In general things are a few weeks behind where we have been in previous seasons  

• Early crops have had 2 – 3 defoliations – early defoliation was not as efficient as the subsequent ones as 
there was lower temps and little wind.  

• Picking will begin on some early fields at the end of this week/ early next week (25th – 29th April)  

• Some fields have only had one pass others have had 2 passes at this point.  

• Bulk of the picking will be done by 15th of May with a few stragglers left after that (weather dependent) 

• The picking will depend on a weather event next week that is forecast to have from 5 – 10 mls due 
around the 29-30th of April   

• Boll numbers are slightly down on previous years , boll weights are variable within the field and within 
the plants but overall the general consensus is we wont be too far from average, and there are some 
handy crops poking about.  

• Regrowth is an issue in some areas.  
 
DISEASE 

• Alternaria is widespread however not having a significant impact overall.  

• There is a high incidence of verticillium wilt this season with some plants showing signs of defoliation.  

• Sudden wilt is rare but has shown up in some fields 
 

 INSECTS  

• No major pest pressure – was a pretty light season  

• There was the odd spot of mite pressure in some fields around 3 weeks ago.  

• SLW has been very quiet  
 

 

 

 

REGION – FORBES  



 

 

 

 
 

Fig 4. Day Degree season summary:  Source https://www.csd.net.au/ddc/results  
 

 
 
 

Fig 5. Day Degree comparison using the base 12 and 1532.  Source www.csd.net.au/ddc 
  

Location Latitude Longitude Date range

FORBES AIRPORT AWS -33.3627 147.9205 15 Sep - 23 Apr

2019 2018 2017 10 year mean

Base 12 2376.6 2535.7 2417.5 2281.2

DD1532 1281.7 1462.4 1345.5 1243.4

Cold shock days 72 58 61 72

Days above 36°C 41 43 33 31.4

Nights above 25°C 4 10 3 2.4

Days above 40°C 15 16 12 8.5

Average temperature (°C) 22 22.9 22.2 21.5

https://www.csd.net.au/ddc/results
file:///C:/Users/athomas/Documents/2019%20Crop%20Checks/www.csd.net.au/ddc


 

 

 

 
Fig 6. Source - http://www.meteorology.com.au/local-climate-history/nsw/forbes 

 
CROP SUMMARY  -  

• In general things are a few weeks behind where we have been in previous seasons  

• Early crops have had 2 – 3 defoliations – and are close to picking 

• After early crops are done it will be a 1 -2 week break then picking will commence of the bulk of the fields 

• Boll numbers are consistent with previous years in some cases and a bit down in others , however crops 
are not looking too bad. 130 -140/m in some fields  

 
DISEASE 

• Alternaria appearing throughout the canopy from rain in recent weeks 

• Some open cotton seeing boll rot low in the canopy 

• There have been some detections of Verticillium and Fusarium species found in the Upper Lachlan this 
season , which is concerning in such a new area.  
 

 INSECTS  

• No major pest pressure – was a pretty light season  
 

http://www.meteorology.com.au/local-climate-history/nsw/forbes


 

 

 

REGION – DUNEDOO  

 
 

Fig 7. Day Degrees Season summary:  Source (https://www.csd.net.au/ddc/result) 

 

 
 

Fig 8. Day Degrees Season summary:  Source (https://www.csd.net.au/ddc/result) 

 

Location Latitude Longitude Date range

DUNEDOO POST OFFICE -32.0165 149.3956 15 Oct - 23 Apr

2019 2018 2017 10 year mean

Base 12 2151.9 2365.8 2270.3 2114.8

DD1532 1211.3 1466.8 1397 1252.6

Cold shock days 40 17 16 31

Days above 36°C 38 47 38 29

Nights above 25°C 4 6 2 2.2

Days above 40°C 18 12 7 6.6

Average temperature (°C) 22.8 24.3 23.8 22.8

https://www.csd.net.au/ddc/result
https://www.csd.net.au/ddc/result


 

 

 

 
(Source ) http://www.meteorology.com.au/local-climate-history/nsw/dunedoo 

 

COMMENTS  

• Dunedoo has received massive amount of rain which has had an impact on crop maturity.  

• The crop has been slow to defoliate but current weather should see it start to loose the leaf and 

head towards picking mid-later May 

REGION – GEURIE  

 

 



 

 

 

Fig 9. Day Degrees Season summary:  Source (https://www.csd.net.au/ddc/result) 

 

 
Fig 10. Day Degrees Season summary:  Source (https://www.csd.net.au/ddc/result) 

 

https://www.csd.net.au/ddc/result
https://www.csd.net.au/ddc/result


 

 

 

 
Fig 11 April rainfall (Source) http://www.meteorology.com.au/local-climate-history/nsw/geurie 
 

KEY POINTS from the Macquaire and Upper Lachlan Valley  

• Overall, we are behind where would normally be due to rain in March and April  

• Winter cropping is looking promising  

• Picking will commence over the next 2 weeks and won’t take too long if weather remains clear 

• Defoliation was going pretty slow, but conditions are ideal at this point in time as we should see good results 

going forward 

• There is some disease and boll rots and regrowth due to the climatic conditions 

• Overall, it is mixed bag in terms of yield potential  

 
 

 

Thanks to the consultants who get back to me each week, this information has helped the research community stay across what is happening in the 

valleys.  

The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants by each CottonInfo Regional Extension Officer (REO) for 

their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers and other consultants. It should be noted that the 

information is just a snap shot in time.  It does not claim to be a thorough report for each valley, just a summary of comments received.   Please call your 

local REO if you need further clarification on any information in this report.  Please call 0417226411 with any questions you may have pertaining to this 

report.  



 

 

 
 

DATE – 30th April 2020 
 

Day Degrees – Moree, 1 Nov – 25 April 

 
Accumulated Day Degrees 2019 DD 1532, 2018 

DD 1532, 2017 DD 1532 compared to Base12 

Source: https://www.csd.net.au/ddc 

Seasonal Comparison Summary 1 Nov–25 April 

 1 Nov –  

23 Feb 
2019 2018 2017 

10 year 
mean 
2010-
2019 

Base 12 2442.4 2603.6 2489.3 2390.2 

DD1532 1556.5 1700.6 1621.6 1560.5 

Cold shock days 15 4 3 8 

Days above 
36°C 

59 65 54 41.4 

Nights above 
25°C 

21 12 9 9 

Days above 
40°C 

14 12 11 8.6 

Average 
temperature 

(°C) 
25.8 26.8 26.1 25.5 

  

CROP STAGE –  

 Crops are finishing slowly 

 Defoliation: Later crops, some double skip still to 
get their first application.  Most crops 2 passes, but 
hormone damage causing angst, expecting 3 or 
more passes to get the leaf off 

 I crop picked in the valley, but most won’t get the 
pickers in for a couple of weeks and all hope to be 
finished by end June 

 Is some double skip and semi irrigated cotton that 
probably won’t get picked until late June 

INSECTS/BENEFICIALS - 

 Large spiders and cotton strainers 

 Insect pressure has been relatively low all season 
WEEDS - 

 Noogoora burr and sesbania in irrigated fields 

 Feathertop Rhodes grass common on fallows (See 
CottoInfo FactSheet: FTRG) 

DISEASE -  

 Vert is rampant in some fields.  (Verticillium wilt in 
cotton 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgiatA52nNw) 

 Also seeing senescence and Sclerotinia (Sclerotinia in 
cotton 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yt_542Kj3_0) 

 Boll rots common 
What the consultants are saying: 
“Crops finishing slowly, only 25% of my crops have had 
their 1st hit (defoliation)”. 
 “Defoliation is going slowly, expect to do 3 passes (hopefully 
no more) with picking starting in 2-3 weeks and hope to be 
finished by end of June”. 
“Defoliation to start next week, anticipate 3+ passes.  Seen 
plenty of 2,4-D drift.  Won’t be picking until June”. 
“All of my cotton has had 2 passes, but with hormone damage, leaf 

is frozen on top and will definitely need another pass, hope to 
start picking mid may”. 
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The CottonInfo Bug Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants by each CottonInfo Regional Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This 

information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers and other consultants. It should be noted that the information is just a snap shot in time.  

It does not claim to be a thorough report for each valley, just a summary of comments received. 

Source: https://www.csd.net.au/ddc 

https://www.csd.net.au/ddc
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/sites/default/files/documents/Weeds%20fact%20sheet%20-%20feathertop%20rhodes.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgiatA52nNw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yt_542Kj3_0
https://www.csd.net.au/ddc


 

 

 

DATE – Week Ending 17 April 2020 
 

St George 

 
Day degree accumulation for the current season is starting to drop below that from last season with recent rain and cloudy weather.  

# First flower and Open Boll estimates Base 12 adjusted for cold shock days from this season (19/20). 

For more information on Day degrees and the change in the measurement base, visit the CSD website via this link. 

 

 

Location Latitude Longitude Date range

ST GEORGE AIRPORT -28.0489 148.5942 01 Nov - 19 Apr

2019 2018 2017 10 year mean

Base 12 2566.7 2712.1 2566.5 2498.4

DD1532 1664.5 1788.6 1701.1 1654.9

Cold shock days 9 3 2 4.2

Days above 36°C 69 79 59 51.5

Nights above 25°C 34 35 31 18.7

Days above 40°C 23 18 13 13

Average temperature (°C) 27 27.9 27.1 26.7

https://www.csd.net.au/ddc


 

 

 

As the season runs towards the finish line, it is interesting to note some of the day degree statistics for 

the Balonne. The season commenced with a mix of cold shocks and heat and was vying for the title of 

“highest on record” for day degree accumulation (over the previous year!!) until early February. In most 

categories (cold shock days, days above 40°C, nights above 25°C), this season registered near double 

the means of the past 10 years, while “days above 36°C” were approximately 1.5 times higher until early 

March. The past two weeks have seen 4 cold shock days registered, and the day degree accumulation 

has dropped back to only slightly above the ten-year mean.  

The models used for Day Degree Accumulation show some differences, although not major. The old 

“base 12” model has this season level with the 2017/18 season for day degrees over the period. The 

new “1532” model has this season slightly behind (about 1.5 days equivalent) the 2017/18 season. 

While I am not privy to the new model calculations, this is most likely related to the greater number of hot 

days (above 40) and cold shocks in this season.  

 

CROP STAGE -  
• Crops ranging from yet to have a defoliation pass through to picked with most somewhere in the defoliation stage. 

Late crops in general received last irrigation over past week or so.  

  

INSECTS/BENEFICIALS  - 
• Pest pressure remains low in general.  

• Some late season aphids appearing. 

• SLW numbers have dropped off 

• No signs of mealy bug reported. 

• Beneficial numbers remain high 

 

WEEDS  -   
• Some Sesbania, bladder ketmia and FTR showing up through canopy.   

 

DISEASE -  
• Alternaria leaf spot evident in most fields ranging in severity and intensity. 

• Low levels of fusarium in blocks with prior history however expression limited. 

• Boll rot showing up with wet weather 

GENERAL COMMENTS  - 
• Defoliation progress is slow due to cooler weather. 

•  

 

  



 

 

 

MacIntyre 

 

Day degree accumulation for the current season continues to track closely to that from last season.  

# First flower and Open Boll estimates Base 12 adjusted for cold shock days from this season (19/20). 

For more information on Day degrees and the change in the measurement base, visit the CSD website via this link. 

 

 

Location Latitude Longitude Date range

GOONDIWINDI AIRPORT -28.5211 150.3256 01 Nov - 19 Apr

2019 2018 2017 10 year mean

Base 12 2445.3 2513.3 2411.3 2342.3

DD1532 1572 1630.8 1566.8 1543.1

Cold shock days 11 5 4 4.9

Days above 36°C 63 71 57 40.8

Nights above 25°C 12 3 5 4.4

Days above 40°C 15 10 10 8.6

Average temperature (°C) 26.3 26.8 26.2 25.8

https://www.csd.net.au/ddc


 

 

 

The MacIntyre region saw a mixed start to the season with above average cold shock days and above 

average heat. Day Degree accumulation for this season was ahead of the 2018/19 season until mid-

February when temperatures moderated, and day degree accumulation started to slow (and 

rainfall/clouds started to arrive!). In all the noted categories (heat and cold related), this season has 

registered incidence well above the mean of the past ten years. Day degree accumulation has dropped 

below the 2018/19 season and is closer to the 2017/18 season accumulation while above the 10-year 

mean. It has been a mixed bag in the day degree department, and it will be interesting to see how this 

impacts final results. 

 

CROP STAGE -  
• Crops stage from commencing defoliation to picked.  

 

 INSECTS/BENEFICIALS  - 
• Scattering of cotton stainers 

• Other pests have dropped off in numbers 

 

WEEDS  -   
• Under control. 

• Most fallow areas sprayed. 

 

 

DISEASE -  
• Low level fusarium and verticillium evident on the soils with history. 

• Boll rot showing up with damp weather 

• Alternaria leaf spot present in most crops at low levels 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS  - 
• Defoliation working well so far in the generally mild conditions.  

The CottonInfo Bug Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants by each CottonInfo Regional 

Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers 

and other consultants. It should be noted that the information is just a snap shot in time.  It does not claim to be a thorough 

report for each valley, just a summary of comments received.  



 

 

 
 

DATE – 27 April 2020  (CC7) 

 

 

CROP STAGE –  

• Cutout to picking 

• Defoliation 

• 4-8 NACB 

• 18 nodes 
 

 

 DISEASE  -   

• Verticillium 

• Boll rots 

• Alterneria 

 
 

 INSECTS/BENEFICIALS  - 

• Mealy Bug hotspots 

• High numbers of ladybeetles 

• Whitefly in low numbers but persistent 

• Decreasing number of aphids 

• Patchy mites 

• Increasing Cotton stainer numbers.  

Some management has been required 
 

 

WEEDS  -   

• Being well controlled 

• Very few fresh germinations due to dry 

conditions 
 

WEATHER  -  

• Continuing to be very dry and we are 

heading back into drought conditions 

very quickly 

• Warm for this time of year 

• Would like some decent rainfall going 

into winter, however dry conditions 

needed for picking 

• Mornings are cool, but days are warming 

up 
 

 

OTHER  - 

• Rain needed to finish off late grain crops 

• Waiting for top bolls to open.  Lots of immature 

bolls on top 

• Crops are looking quite good, hopefully yield and 

quality reflect this 

• Occasional frost but nice days for defoliation 
 

 
Regards, 

Annabel Twine 

Regional Extension Officer Darling Downs 

M 0447 176 007 

E annabel.twine@cottoninfo.net.au W www.cottoninfo.com.au 

 

General guide only, not comprehensive or specific technical advice. 

Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the fullest extent permitted 

by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage 

arising from reliance upon any information, statement or opinion in 

this presentation or from any errors or omissions in this document. 

 

 

mailto:annabel.twine@cottoninfo.net.au
http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/

