
 
 

 

 

APRIL 2019 
Welcome all to the pointy end of the season 
with predominately dry and warm conditions 
we have been able to get off a good 
percentage of the current crop with little to 
no rain.  While we want to finish picking on all 
other fronts we desperately want rain to 
establish winter crops.  Its never been more 
important to manage your risk carefully this 
winter crop  season if you want a good 
summary of the models just click on the link  
and save your location in this 
https://weather.us/forecast/2146112-
trangie/xltrend/euro/precipitation 

The 2018/2019 season has been memorable if 
nothing else.  The summer has been the 
hottest on record across the Macquaire 
Valley.  This has no doubt impacted yield 
potential particularly on the early crops, 
reports from the gins are that the cotton is 
very, very, dry , one gin has reported using 
little to no heat.   

Quality: Short staple and high Micronaire have 
been reported but are not widespread.  
(reflection of the season). Colour 11 and 21’s 
leaf 90% 3’s, strength good, mic within base 
however predominately on the high side 4.6 
to 4.9. 

Outturns: Sicot 746 BRF again performing best 
this season. 746 – 42% -43%, Sicot 748BRF  – 
40% -42% 

Yields: We have very few that have ginned 
their entire fields. The variability across fields 

is noticeable anywhere from 8b/ha – 14b/ha. 
Yields are generally down on last season, 
however its very early days.   

TRIAL WORK FROM DOWN SOUTH  
Defoliation priming trial 

Steve Buster (Rivcott/Summit Ag) has been 
working with Mike Bange (CSIRO) having a 
look at priming the cotton plant in the lead up 
to defoliation. A low rate of Thidazrion (25 
ml/ha) is applied at 7 NACB which happens for 
us about mid-March. The goal is to get earlier 
leaf drop at the first defoliation pass and 
speed up the time to picking by 7 to 10 days. 
A photo here showing the treatment and nil 
application. The trial will be assessed for 
quality to make sure Micronaire is not 
compromised. 

 
 15 April Strip trial showing earlier leaf drop 

(SOURCE: Kieran O’Keeffe CottonInfo southern 

Valley)  
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DISEASE STILL ON THE SCANNER….. 

 

Pic. Fusarium Oxysporum Vasinfectum (FoV) found in fields this season.  

It can be easy to take our foot off the pedal 
when it comes to farm hygiene as we don’t 
have as many perceived risks as we did when 
Fusarium Wilt was first discovered and 
common in the valley. “Come clean Go clean” 
still needs to be at front of growers minds and 
for good reason, this season we saw fields 
affected by Fusarium and Verticillium within 
our valley, it was more widespread than what 
I have seen in the past. (see pics) 
  

 
The other reason we have sitting over the 
fence is “Mealy Bug”. Mealy bug has been 
moving south for the past few seasons and 
has been spotted in the Namoi Valley last 
season.  Good farm hygiene practices are 
what’s standing between us and an outbreak 
in our valley, so if in doubt check it out.  
 
Check out the link from our good friends at 
CottonInfo for more 
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/blog/solenop
sis-mealybug-spotted-february-2017 

TOOLS OF THE TRADE……… 

The Weeds of Australian Cotton app is a tool 
for cotton growers and their advisors, 

designed to assist in identifying 50 key weed 
species.  

The app includes key includes cotyledon 
shapes as an important diagnostic 
characteristic - as weed identification in the 
early growth stages is critical as similar-
looking species often have quite different 
control requirements and waiting for 
diagnostic features like flowers and fruits to 
appear means the optimal window for 
herbicide applications has long passed. 

It's available on both apple and android smart 
phone devices and is available to download 
for free from the Apple App Store and Google 
Play.Download the app, and this quick start 
guide, today!  

ROUND THE TRAPS……… 

#CAMP COTTON 2019 

If your savvy on the socials you might have 

caught the buzz that some movers and 

shakers from the fashion industry hit the 

Macquarie on the 9th and 10th of April to see 

how cotton is grown, processed and more 

importantly meet the researchers and 

growers involved in the industry.  

Brooke Summers who runs Cotton Australia’s 

Cotton to Market Program, along with Mike 

Murray, Sarah Clarry and Lucy Brennan from 

Cotton Australia came out with around 20 

representatives from the fashion industry.  

Many brands were represented including MJ 

Bale, Sussan, Bonds, Trenery and Outland 

Denim. 

CottonInfo ( Amanda Thomas ) and Cotton 

Australia (Julie Wise and Sally Ceeney) where 

proud to showcase the Macquarie Valley to 

our visitors. The industry took the group 

through some of the challenges the industry is 

facing and shared the story of Australia 

Cotton’s quality, sustainability and innovation.  

To say they were receptive was an 
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understatement.  After a round table 

discussion including presentations from our 

world class researchers, we took them out to 

the “Gunningbar” created by Ben Thomas for 

a camp oven dinner catered by Sophie and 

Angus Obrien (proceeds went to ST Marys 

Warren P&F).  Murray cod caught in the creek 

that morning was served as an entrée.  Tony 

McAlary and Billy Darcy were on hand to talk 

about some of the work that the Warren 

Youth Foundation are doing in the area, along 

with our Mayor Milton Quigley who spoke 

about the impacts of drought on the 

community of Warren.   

After a great nights sleep we had an early 

start back to Auscott, Bill Tyrwhitt led the first 

leg of the tour and had them riding on pickers 

and seeing and touching cotton in the field for 

the first time.  

After being out in the field we then headed to 

the Gin to see what happens after its picked.   

Arthur Spellson from Auscott was on hand to 

talk about the mechanics of ginning and 

classing.  The afternoon session saw the crew 

heading to “Narromine Station” to meet with 

Billy and Jodi Browning.  They shared 

firsthand the impact that the drought has had 

on their farm.  Billy talked about  how growing 

cotton has allowed them stability in their 

production system to better handle the 

drought periods.   

Billy also shared with the group their family 

story and how that led to creation of the  

charity “Beat the Breakdown”  the charity has 

raised funds as well as put on social 

gatherings to generate awareness around 

mental health particularly in farming families.    

Over the course of the two days the 

participants of “Camp Cotton 2019 “ learned 

that no one wears just one hat when you’re a 

cotton grower, from our photographer , Claire 

Gill  to the many  family farms that produce 

cotton and other commodities.  The 

participants got to see “it’s a way of life” we 

are all very proud of and lots goes into 

producing the “worlds best cotton”.   

Here are some shots from the 2 days taken by 

Claire Gill.   

  

Pic 1. Bill Tyrwhitt giving the run down on how we pick the 

fibre.  

 
Pic 2. Billy and Jodi Browning with the representatives from the 

fashion Industry.  

 

 
Pic 3. Arthur Spellson going through the classing stage of cotton 

production. 



 
 

 

The participants were all very social savvy and 

here is a post from one of them if you want to 

see more go to #campcotton

 
Post from Instagram.  

 

Having seen the reach this kind of exposure 

can have firsthand I would like to commend 

Cotton Australia on this initiative and will do 

all we can further support #CampCotton in 

the future.  

 

WHATS ON ………. 
CSD Cotton Management Tour  

The roadshow is on again and hitting a town 

near you for details go to 

http://www.csd.net.au/events/106-csd-

cotton-management-tour---2019 

 

Cotton Collective 24th – 25th of July  

Griffith (get in early and book some 

accommodation, we have a few finalists in the 

awards this year)MCGA will help get a table 

together for those keen to attend the awards.  

cotton collective  

 
Amanda Thomas  

CottonInfo Team  

Regional Development Officer  
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